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NEW YORK LEAGUE OF CONSERVATION VOTERS

Mayor-elect Zohran Mamdani’s historic victory in the mayoral 
election marks a renewed opportunity for climate leadership in 
New York City. At a time when the federal government is rolling back 
environmental protections and investments in clean energy, local 
leadership is more important than ever before. 

As the spotlight shines on New York City and its new mayor, our  
local government  must redouble their  efforts and show the country 
what they  are capable of doing to protect our environment and fight 
climate change. 

At NYLCVEF’s Environmental Candidate Forum this spring, Mayoral candidate  
Mamdani made clear that climate policy will be a priority in his administration. 
He spoke of ensuring full implementation of Local Law 97, expanding access to 
reliable and affordable public transit, and rebuilding the city’s capacity to deliver 
core services like waste management. He also embraced  innovative approaches 
to resilience like floodable parks and porous surfaces to help our city adapt to 
an increase in extreme weather. That vision – of a more affordable, sustainable, 
and equitable city – is one we share and will require capable appointees to his 
administration and a strong partnership with the city council in order to achieve it.

The New York League of Conservation Voters’ 10-Point Environmental Action Plan 
offers an ambitious and – critically – achievable roadmap for turning that vision 
into action – in the first 100 days, the first budget, and the first year of the new 
administration.It calls for bold action to decarbonize buildings, expand renewable 
energy, modernize transit, restore parks funding, invest in green infrastructure, 
and hire more staff across city agencies like Parks, DEP, and DOT, that are key to 
making this all happen. Through all of this, disadvantaged communities must 
receive specific attention and prioritization, and we look forward to the release of 
the City’s first ever Environmental Justice Plan.

Together, these actions can make New York cleaner, healthier, and more resilient. 
And together we can show that even when the federal government falters, cities like 
ours can still lead the way. We look forward to working with Mayor-elect Mamdani 
to make New York a model for the nation and a beacon of climate leadership.

Julie Tighe 
President
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FIRST 100 DAYS: 
	• Issue an Executive Order establishing an energy storage goal of 2 gigawatts by 2030.

	• Direct FDNY to align its permitting requirements for small residential and medium-scale energy storage systems 
with the newly enacted NYS Fire Code, which was developed through broad stakeholder engagement.

	• Issue a letter of support for NYS legislation [A.5959/S.4272] that would enable "Direct Pay" or a refundable tax credit 
for the Solar and Storage Property Tax Abatement for affordable housing and income-restricted co-ops that are 
exempt from property taxes .

	• Issue a letter of support for the NYS "ASAP" bill [A.8758/S.6570], which would double the NYS distributed solar goal 
from 10GW to 20GW by 2035, improve grid interconnection, and institute permitting reforms that would lower soft 
costs for large-scale solar projects and allow them to come online quicker and more efficiently.

BY FY27 ADOPTED BUDGET: 
	• Direct the necessary resources and support to DOB to ensure timely solar approvals for projects.

	• Advance the development of Public Solar NYC by allocating alternative funds if EPA Solar For All Award money  
is not available.

FIRST YEAR: 
	• Establish a robust public education campaign, including community outreach, to instill trust and awareness about 

battery energy storage systems.

	• Develop an inter-agency action plan for overcoming regulatory and technological barriers to battery energy storage 
systems and solar installation on privately- and publicly-owned buildings throughout the five boroughs, to balance 
fire safety with the need to reduce carbon emissions. 

1.	 SUSTAINABLE BUILDINGS 

FIRST 100 DAYS: 
	• Direct DCAS to prioritize reducing greenhouse gas emissions in City government operations, as required by Local 

Law 97.

BY FY27 ADOPTED BUDGET: 
	• Allocate robust funding for financial and technical assistance for lower- and middle-income housing such as co-

ops and condos to comply with Local Law 97, as well as capital funding NYC public school sustainable retrofits.

	• Commit $2.2 billion in the FY27 Adopted Budget for clean energy upgrades in NYC Public Schools which would 
expand solar installation on schools and electrification projects, insulation repairs and upgrades to HVAC systems.

FIRST YEAR: 
	• Work with New York State legislators to extend the J-51 tax abatement program to 2030, which offers a financial tool 

for building owners who need to invest in sustainability measures to comply with Local Law 97.

	• Direct and fund MOCEJ to develop an all-in-one financing, technical assistance and retrofit delivery pilot program 
to assist owners with Local Law 97 compliance. The program should aim to lower the costs and reduce complexity 
through city government bulk purchasing of equipment and services to comply with the law.

2.	 RENEWABLE ENERGY INFRASTRUCTURE 
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FIRST 100 DAYS:
• Direct DOT to prioritize the NYC Streets Master Plan by restarting long-delayed transit projects to get back on track

achieving the Plan’s targets. This includes, but is not limited to, restarting busway projects such as the Fordham
Road busway in the Bronx and Flatbush Avenue Center-Running bus lane in Brooklyn, as well as protected bike
lane projects, such as the road-diet for Third Avenue in Sunset Park, Ashland Place in Fort Greene, and McGuinness
Boulevard in Greenpoint.

BY FY27 ADOPTED BUDGET: 
• Expand half-fare Fair Fares to 300% of the federal poverty level (FPL), and launch free fares to qualified applicants 

below 150% FPL, while increasing funding for program outreach and education.

• Commit long-term funding for DOT’s Vision Zero outreach, education, and staffing, including launching public 
education campaigns about road safety and enforcement rules.

FIRST YEAR: 
• Release a bold, updated NYC Streets Plan that re-envisions NYC’s bus, bike, and public spaces. Prioritize Bus Rapid

Transit (BRT) improvements, such as all-door boarding, on corridors with the highest bus ridership and slowest
speeds, as well as new protected bike lane projects, to improve safety for pedestrians, cyclists, and motorists, and
encourage the use of public transit and micro mobility.

• Direct DOT to work with utilities to prioritize developing a comprehensive, citywide EV charging network, especially
for medium- and heavy-duty vehicles.

• Coordinate with the MTA, NYC Ferry, and Citi Bike to create an integrated multimodal fare to make public transit
more accessible and affordable to New Yorkers.

• Direct DOE to prioritize the implementation of Local Law 120 of 2021, the City’s electric school bus law, by getting
more electric school buses operating on the road. Work with New York State and utilities to identify funding to
increase the amount of school bus charging stations throughout the city. This includes developing a workforce
training program for school bus drivers and maintenance staff.

• Work with New York State elected officials to pass the Clean Fuel Standard [S.1343A/A.472A], which would create a
clean fuel standard to reduce carbon intensity of on-road transportation fuels by at least 20% by 2033.

• Continue prioritizing efforts to revolutionize e-commerce delivery, such as NYC’s Blue Highways Initiative, DOT’s
Microhubs Pilot, and passing an indirect source rule bill in order to improve air quality, reduce emissions, and
improve traffic safety.

• Direct DCAS to develop a plan for developing Thermal Energy Networks pilot projects on city-owned property, such
as CUNY buildings.

• Direct MOCEJ and DCAS to develop and implement a citywide plan identifying city-owned lots suitable for installing
energy storage systems, and how to achieve the amount of energy storage capacity specified.

3. TRANSPORTATION

4. ZERO WASTE

FIRST 100 DAYS:
• Direct DSNY to reinstate the City’s enforcement and fine system as part of Local Law 85 of 2023, establishing a

mandatory citywide residential curbside organics program.

BY FY27 ADOPTED BUDGET: 
• Increase funding and staffing for the implementation of the Zero Waste Act of 2023. This should include robust

funding for outreach and education on DSNY’s Residential Curbside Composting Program and Community
Composting programs in order to increase participation rates.
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As a co-founder of the Play Fair for Parks Coalition, we continue to advocate for essential investments in NYC’s parks. 
Learn more about our priorities here.

FIRST 100 DAYS
	• Commit on Day 1 that at least 1% of the city budget will go to parks maintenance and operations within the first 

term so all New Yorkers can enjoy a world class parks system.

	• Direct NYC OMB to lift the NYC Parks Department hiring freeze for all staff positions.

BY FY27 ADOPTED BUDGET:  
	• Restore nearly 600 core staffing lines at the NYC Parks Department that have not been restored since FY23. 

FIRST YEAR:
	• Adopt and implement the NYC Urban Forest Plan, which will help expand NYC’s tree canopy from 23% to 30% as 

required by Local Law 148 of 2023.

	• Explore innovative, long-term park-specific funding tools for park maintenance, such as a modest surcharge on 
tickets sold at the city’s major stadiums, arenas, and concert venues and "Parks Improvement Districts" to ensure 
our city parks are cared for today and protected for the future.

	• Focus new park construction in communities with the least amount of green space so every New Yorker is within a 
10-minute walk to a park.

	• Reimagine and invest in parks and open spaces as climate mitigators, this includes Schoolyards to  
Playgrounds, Open Streets, and Greenways that can help manage stormwater, reduce extreme heat, and  
improve social resilience.

5.	 PARKS AND OPEN SPACE 

FIRST YEAR: 
	• Rollout two waste containerization pilot projects in each of the 5 boroughs and work towards a permanent citywide 

waste containerization system.

	• Release an implementation timeline for the entire Commercial Waste Zones system by the end of 2026. Work with 
the City Council in expanding commercial organics separation requirements to all food businesses by the end of 
2026.

	• Work with New York State legislators to pass an extended producer responsibility bill for packaging like the 
Packaging Reduction and Recycling Infrastructure Act (A. 1749/S. 1464). 

6.	 RESILIENCY & CLEAN WATER

FIRST 100 DAYS
	• Direct DEP to continue working towards zero Combined Sewer Overflows in NYC waters by 2060, investing in 

reducing water pollution to protect public health and the environment.

BY FY27 ADOPTED BUDGET: 
	• Eliminate the NYC Water Board Rental Payment, in which the City plans to charge the Water Board more than $1.3 

billion in rent from 2026 through 2029, taking money away from DEP water-related infrastructure improvements.

	• Implement and fund Local Law 128 of 2025, which codifies the NYC Cooling Centers Program, including funding for 
maintenance, staffing, increased hours of operation during extreme heat events (including weekends), and a public 
education campaign on extreme heat mitigation.

	• Invest in and expand NYC’s Green Infrastructure (GI) Program, particularly when it comes to maintenance of GI, in 
order to absorb stormwater, purify the air, and mitigate the urban heat island effect. 

https://www.ny4p.org/what-we-do/parks-2030
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FIRST YEAR: 
	• Work with New York State elected officials to allocate more funding for capital upgrades and sustainable retrofits 

not only to improve the quality of life for NYCHA residents but prepare campuses for current and future climate 
hazards, such as sea level rise, inland flooding, extreme heat, and coastal storm surge. This includes capital 
funding for NYCHA’s Local Law 97 compliance and funding for expanding pilot programs such as NYCHA’s Induction 
Stove Challenge.

	• Establish a pilot program of NYCHA Community Resilience Hubs throughout the five boroughs to serve as multi-
purpose hubs that residents can seek refuge in during extreme heat events, air quality emergencies, flash flood and 
storm events.

7.	 NYCHA

	• Allocate funding to increase DEP staffing to speed up permitting delays and enforce DEP’s Unified Stormwater Rule, 
which requires new developments to responsibly manage onsite stormwater through green infrastructure and 
detention systems, improving local water quality and increasing flood resilience.

	• Allocate $8.5 million in funding for DEP’s Bureau of Coastal Resilience.

FIRST YEAR: 
	• As required by Local Law 149 of 2025, publish PlaNYC in 2027 and every four years thereafter, a comprehensive long-

term vision for the city’s climate future, including sustainability, resilience, climate adaptation, and energy policy.

	• Establish and secure funding for a permanent voluntary housing mobility program for at-risk homes in flood-prone 
areas of the City, including developing land acquisition strategies and housing counseling services to support 
homeowners in making informed decisions about their flood risk and future. Ensure that public land acquired 
through this program is designated as parkland or flood protection with passive uses.

	• Work with New York State legislators to pass the "Rain Ready Act" [S.4071/A.7467], which would clarify the powers 
of sewer authorities throughout the state to manage stormwater and prepare for the increasing frequency and 
intensity of rainfall due to climate change.

	• Get back on track to timely implementing the Renewable Rikers Act (Local Laws 16, 17, and 31 of 2021), which should 
pave the way for installing a wastewater treatment facility, community composting facilities, battery storage and a 
solar farm on the island, potentially generating as much as 14 megawatts of renewable energy.

8.	 PUBLIC HEALTH

FIRST 100 DAYS:
	• Appoint a Chief Lead Officer to oversee and coordinate lead poisoning prevention policies across city agencies such 

as HPD, DOB, NYCHA, DEP, DOHMH.

BY FY27 ADOPTED BUDGET: 
	• Increase funding for the enforcement of lead paint prevention laws such as Local Law 1 of 2004 and Local Law 

127 of 2023, including funding for DOB’s code enforcement and Office of Tenant Advocate and HPD’s Lead Hazard 
Reduction and Healthy Homes - Primary Prevention Program.

FIRST YEAR: 
	• Work with the City Council to create a nation-leading lead service line removal program that will remove all lead 

pipes within ten years at no direct cost to residents, prioritizing vulnerable communities. This program should 
coordinate across with city agencies to address cross-cutting infrastructure improvements. 
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FIRST 100 DAYS:
	• Direct the NYC Department of City Planning to undertake comprehensive neighborhood plans in order to build more 

affordable and sustainable housing throughout the 5 boroughs, with particular emphasis on affordable housing 
near transit. These plans must include opportunities to increase green space and tree canopy; improve transit 
access such as increasing protected bike lanes and bus rapid transit, bike parking, and safer streets; resiliency 
measures to combat street flooding; and waste containerization. 

BY FY27 ADOPTED BUDGET: 
	• Dedicate at least $4 billion in capital funding for affordable, transit-oriented housing projects.

FIRST YEAR: 
	• Work with the City Council and Borough Presidents to approve more affordable housing construction in both 

transit-rich Community Districts and Community Districts with the least affordable housing construction in the 
past 5 years according to the Fair Housing Framework report, while taking into consideration current and future 
flood vulnerability.

9.	 AFFORDABLE, TRANSIT ORIENTED DEVELOPMENT 

10.	 GOOD GOVERNMENT

FIRST 100 DAYS:
	• Appoint agency leadership with in-depth operational knowledge of how city government works, including 

Environmental Protection, Parks, Sanitation, Transportation, Mayor’s Office of Climate and Environmental Justice.

BY FY27 ADOPTED BUDGET: 
	• Increase city agency headcount and improve staff retention by streamlining approvals for green jobs, particularly 

for agencies that are tasked with implementing environmental and climate laws, such as the NYC Departments of 
Parks, Transportation, Buildings, Design and Construction, EDC, and Planning, and the Mayor’s Office of Climate and 
Environmental Justice. 

FIRST YEAR:
	• Continue working towards the goals outlined in the city’s Green Economy Action Plan, which couples workforce and 

economic development with critical jobs that help us fight climate change.

NYLCV would like to thank the many partners who provided  
key insights and input as we developed this 10 Point 
Environmental Action Plan for NYC’s Next Mayor.


