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Foreword

As we collectively march forward in our fight against
climate change, every year seems to be marked by
an alarming event—or several—that opens our eyes
even wider and brings the stakes for our planet into

greater relief.

This year it arrived for New Yorkers on June 7, when
smoke from wildfires in Canada many hundreds of
miles away turned our sky apocalyptic orange and
made our air toxic. On that day, New York City had
the worst air quality of any city in the world and more
than 75 million people on the East Coast—including

all across New York—were under air quality warnings.

Beyond our region, we’ve seen the deadliest wildfires
in United States history ravage Hawaii, melting ice
sheets are quickening the pace of sea level rise,

all while the earth is experiencing its hottest year

on record.

We don’t need these reminders to advocate for a shift
from a fossil fuel burning society to one that relies

on renewable energy to power our economy and our
lives. But there is no doubt that these climate events
serve as a societal wake-up call that we are facing an

environmental emergency.

This is why holding our elected leaders accountable

is more important than ever, and it’s why the

New York League of Conservation Voters (NYLCV)
is once again proud to offer its annual New York State
Environmental Scorecard. In these pages you will not
only find highlights of the environmental legislation
passed during the 2023 legislative session, you will see
how each member of the State Senate and Assembly
voted on these measures and whether they are doing

enough to address the climate crisis.



As we look back, we are pleased that several NYLCV

priorities passed in 2023, including bills that will:

® Ban the use of unnecessary and harmful pesticides
used by some New York farms, helping to ensure
New York’s food security, agriculture, and
environment, by protecting these pollinators and
the crops they help produce.

® Make it easier for all New Yorkers to find out if
they have a lead service line carrying their drinking
water into their home.

® Grant class “C” waterways—which support
fisheries and are key to protecting communities
against flooding—the same protections as
other streams.

® Require the state to develop a highway and depot
electric vehicle charging action plan.

® Require the New York State Energy and Research
Development Authority (NYSERDA) to establish
a plan for improved transmission planning and
coordinating systems for offshore wind energy.

e Update regulations so that geothermal heating and
cooling systems will be more affordable and more
easily available to New Yorkers.

® Require the disclosure of insurance information
on permit applications for the construction of

pipelines upon any freshwater wetlands.

Unfortunately, Governor Hochul has already vetoed
several of these bills, though she still has time to sign
others. While the 2023 legislative session took steps
forward as New York continues to lead on climate

action, the urgency of the climate crisis demands that

lawmakers go even further next year.

In many ways, however, the Senate met the moment.
They passed a Clean Fuel Standard and the NY HEAT
Act—which combined would be a monumental stride
towards reducing greenhouse gas emissions in the

transportation and buildings sectors. They passed
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measures to expand EV charging infrastructure,
as well as the Just Energy Transition Act which
would ensure we can simultaneously address
environmental concerns and environmental justice.
We also applaud the senate for passing a bill to
address the safety of e-bike batteries.

The Assembly must now follow their lead and get

these measures over the finish line next year.

In closing, we hope New Yorkers will use this
Scorecard as a yardstick for measuring the actions
their representatives took—or didn’t take—on
the environment, and by doing so we hope this
Scorecard will continue to impact the actions of

our legislators.

Julie Tighe

PRESIDENT, NYLCV



2023-2024

New York State
Budget Victories

Although we do not assign it a score, some of this year’s most significant environmental wins were
achieved by way of the state budget, which included important action on the fight against climate change.
The budget included a commitment to zero-emission buildings, renewable energy and, critically,

a cap-and-invest measure to pay for the state’s transition to a clean energy economy. A dedicated funding
stream with a focus on affordability and labor standards is a prerequisite to meeting the nation-leading
goals set out in the Climate Leadership and Community Protection Act (CLCPA). Without it, the state
won’t be able to afford the projects that will deliver on renewable energy, clean transportation, and more.

We look forward to engaging with state agencies as they develop this program.

OTHER MEASURES IN THE BUDGET THAT NYLCV SUPPORTED INCLUDE:

® The All-Electric Buildings Act, which is a significant step towards decarbonizing our buildings sector;
$30 million to replace two fossil-fueled chiller plants at the University at Albany with a thermal
energy system and a requirement to issue decarbonization action plans for 15 of the highest-emitting
state facilities;

® Utility bill relief and funding for transition and workforce training programs, which will help protect

low- and middle-income ratepayers and workers as we accelerate our move away from fossil fuels;

$500 million for the Clean Water Infrastructure Act;

$400 million for the Environmental Protection Fund, without raiding the fund to pay for agency staff;

Increased funding for MTA operating aid; and

The Suffolk County Water Quality Restoration Act to help the local government address the acute

water quality issue in the county.

We applaud Governor Hochul, Majority Leader Stewart-Cousins, Speaker Heastie, Senate Environment
Conservation Committee Chair Peter Harckham and Assembly Environmental Conservation Committee Chair

Deborah Glick for including these important policies in this year’s budget.



About the Bills

Transportation

CLEAN FUEL STANDARD

A. 964/S. 1292

A clean or low-carbon fuel standard would require
transportation fuel providers to reduce their emissions
by at least 20% by 2031 and incentivize fleets and fuel
providers to move away from carbon-intensive fuels
like diesel and gasoline toward low- or zero-carbon
fuels like electric, biofuels, and hydrogen. Sponsored by
Assemblymember Carrie Woerner and Senator Kevin Parker,
A. 964/S. 1292 passed in the Senate and is in Assembly
Environmental Conservation.

EV CHARGING IN PUBLIC LOTS

A. 4871/S. 1535-A

This legislation would require all New York State owned
or operated parking garages, open parking lots, and other

parking facilities to install and maintain a set amount

of charging stations for plug-in electric vehicles (EVs).
Sponsored by Assemblymember Anna Kelles and Senator
Brad Hoylman-Sigal, A. 4871/S. 1535-A passed in the
Senate and is on the Assembly Floor Calendar.

HIGHWAY AND DEPOT CHARGING PLAN

A. 5052-C/S. 4830-C

This legislation would amend the public authorities

and public service laws to require the development

of a highway and depot charging action plan to meet

the state’s clean transportation goals. Sponsored by
Assemblymember Carrie Woerner and Senator Tim Kennedy,
A. 5052-C/S.4830-C passed both houses and was vetoed by
the Governor on November 17, 2023.

COMPLETE STREETS

A. 1280/S. 2714

This legislation would amend the highway law, in
relation to enabling safe access to public roads for all
users by utilizing complete street design principles.
Sponsored by Assemblymember Jonathan River and Senator
Tim Kennedy, A. 1280/S. 2714 passed in the Senate, and is

in Assembly Transportation.

NY WILDLIFE CROSSING ACT

A. 4243/S. 4198

This legislation would direct the department of
transportation to identify sites along all highways,
thruways, and parkways in the state where wildlife
crossings are most needed to increase public safety and
improve habitat connectivity; and to create a priority
list of wildlife crossing opportunity areas where federal
grant monies may be available to implement the top five
projects identified. Sponsored by Assemblymember Bobby
Carroll and Senator Leroy Comrie, A. 4243/S. 4198 passed in
the Senate and is on the Assembly Floor Calendar.

Buildings

NY HEAT

A. 4592-A/S. 2016-A

This legislation would amend the public service law and
the transportation corporations law, in relation to aligning
utility regulation with state climate justice and emission
reduction targets; to repeal section 66-b of the public
service law relating to continuation of gas service; and to

repeal section 66-g of the public service law relating to the



sale of indigenous natural gas for generation of electricity.
Sponsored by Assemblymember Pat Fahy and Senator Liz
Krueger, A. 4592-A/S. 2016-A passed in the Senate and is in

Assembly Corporations, Authorities, and Commissions.

LEAD PIPE RIGHT TO KNOW ACT

A. 6115/S. 5512

This legislation will make information about the number
and location of lead pipes easily accessible to the public
and decision-makers, so that state and federal resources
can be secured and efficiently disbursed to local efforts to
get the lead out of New York’s drinking water by removing
all lead pipes. Sponsored by Assemblymember Amy Paulin
and Senator Gustavo Rivera, A. 6115/S. §512 passed both
houses and is awaiting action from the Governor.

GEOTHERMAL REGULATORY RELIEF

A. 6949/5.6604

This legislation would exempt certain geothermal
boreholes at depths beyond five hundred feet from certain

requirements. Sponsored by Assemblymember Deborah Glick SLE R TS TR LB G R SR

and Senator Pete Harckham, A. 6949/S. 6604 passed both KAVANAGH AND ASSEMBLYMEMBER DIDI BARRETT TO

B d oned by the G Sentemb ADVOCATE FOR INCREASING NEW YORK'S OFFSHORE
ouses and was signed by the Governor September 23, 2023 ) SRS

(chapter amendment required).

EXAMPLES (FROM LEFT) OF A LEAD PIPE, A CORRODED STEEL PIPE, AND A LEAD PIPE TREATED WITH PROTECTIVE ORTHOPHOSPHATE




Waste

RECHARGEABLE BATTERY RECYCLING LAW

A. 7339-B/S. 643-D

This legislation would maximize the removal of unwanted
rechargeable batteries from the solid waste stream

and help reduce the amount of waste being shipped to
landfills. Sponsored by Assemblymember Deborah Glick and
Senator Brian Kavanagh, A. 7339-B/S. 643-D passed in the

Senate and is in Assembly Rules.

Public Health

PFAS IN MENSTRUAL CARE PRODUCTS

A. 5990-A/S. 3529-A

This legislation would prohibit the use of certain
restricted substances in menstrual products, and ban
the use of such restricted substances as a fragrance,
colorant, dye, preservation, or other intentionally added
ingredient for the presentation of products. Sponsored
by Assemblymember Linda Rosenthal and Senator Nathalia
Fernandez, A. 5990-A/S. 3529-A passed in the Senate and is in
Assembly Health.

Natural Resources

PROTECTION OF CLASS C STREAMS

A. 4601-A/S. 1725-A

This legislation reclassifies class “C” waterways as
streams, granting these waterways the same protections as
other streams. Sponsored by Assemblymember Deborah Glick
and Senator Pete Harckham, A. 4601-A/S. 1725-A passed both
houses and was vetoed by the Governor on November 17, 2023.

COMMUNITY RIGHT TO KNOW ACT

A. 3946/S. 3365

This legislation requires the disclosure of insurance
information—including the name of the insurance
company, the amount of coverage and what is covered
under their plan—on permit applications for the
construction of pipelines upon any freshwater wetlands.
Sponsored by Assemblymember Pat Faly and Senator Pete
Harckham, A. 3946/S. 3365 passed both houses and was signed
by the Governor on September 22, 2023.

Energy

NEW OFFSHORE WIND

GENERATION TARGETS

A. 7407/S. 6327-A

This Legislation would increase the state’s offshore

wind electricity generation target for 2035 established

by the CLCPA and establish new ambitious targets for
2040, 2045, and 2050. Sponsored by Assemblymember Didi
Barrett and Senator Brian Kavanagh, A. 7407/S. 6327-A is in
Assembly Rules and Senate Finance.

JUST ENERGY TRANSITION ACT

A. 4866-C/S. 2935-C

This legislation would direct NYSERDA to develop

a study of competitive options for phasing out and
redeveloping New York State’s most-polluting fossil fuel
facilities by 2030 while still ensuring resource adequacy
and grid reliability. It would further direct the Department
of Public Service (DPS) and the Department of
Environmental Conservation (DEC) to develop initiatives
to advance the recommendations made by this study.
Sponsored by Assemblymember Anna Kelles and Senator Kevin
Parker, A. 4866-C/S. 2935-C passed in the Senate and is in
Assembly Energy.






A Note to
Our Members

In 2023, you used your voice to tell your legislators
to fight climate change, conserve our natural areas,
and protect public health. The environmental wins
we were able to achieve this session were because
of support from members like you. When we act

together, we can get a lot done.

An important part of our work is holding our elected
officials accountable. This scorecard tells you whether
your local representatives listened to you and your
neighbors by upholding their responsibility to protect
the environment. Here are three ways you can

continue helping to hold them accountable:

TELL YOUR LEGISLATORS YOU KNOW THEIR
SCORE: It only takes a minute to say thanks—or no

thanks—to your legislators.

SPREAD THE WORD: Share this scorecard with
your friends and family so they know the score of

their elected officials.

DONATE: We could not accomplish our mission
without the generous support of our members. Please
make a donation at NYLCV.org/donate so that we can

continue fighting climate change.

Visit NYLCV.org/nycscorecard for more.


https://nylcv.org/donate
https://nylcv.org/nysscorecard

Methodology &
Key Results

Bills that passed their respective houses of the
legislature were graded on whether or not each
legislator took the pro-environment vote. An
unexcused missed vote is counted the same as

an anti-environmental vote, though we did not
count excused absences against the final score.
Scored bills that did not reach a floor vote were
graded on co-sponsorship. Members were given

a grace period until November 7 to co-sponsor
bills. Annual scores are based on a scale of o to
100 and calculated by dividing the number of pro-
environmental votes or bill sponsorships by the
total number of bills each member was scored on.
This year, we are grading 14 bills in each chamber.
Legislative leaders were not graded, although the
scores of their conferences, which they have a

substantial impact on, are listed.

10

SENATE MAJORITY
CONFERENCE

06%

Majority Leader
Andrea Stewart-Cousins

ASSEMBLY MAJORITY
CONFERENCE

35%

Speaker
Carl E. Heastie

ASSEMBLY MAJORITY
CONFERENCE

Majority Leader
Crystal Peoples-Stokes

SENATE MINORITY
CONFERENCE

58%

Minority Leader
Robert Ortt

ASSEMBLY MINORITY
CONFERENCE

2.8%

Minority Leader
William A. Barclay



SENATOR
Zellnor Myrie

ASSEMBLYMEMBER
Brian Cunningham

Rising Stars

Senator Myrie has worked tirelessly

to address New York’s most pressing
environmental challenges, as indicated
by his 100% score. Whether it’s
advocating for clean energy or working
to ensure environmental justice in
underserved communities, he is proving
to be a dynamic force for positive
change. This track record combined
with his passion and vision make

Senator Myrie a rising star to watch.

Assemblymember Cunningham’s passion
for policy and his deep understanding
of the environmental challenges facing
the state have made an impression in
Albany. His stance on NYLCYV priorities
earned him a perfect score this year
while his ability to bridge partisan
divides has earned him respect across
the political spectrum. It is clear

that Assemblymember Cunningham’s

influence on policy is on the rise.

SENATOR
Brad Hoylman-Sigal

ASSEMBLYMEMBER
Michaelle Solages

Environmental Champions
Since first taking office, Senator
Hoylman-Sigal has been a strong and
consistent advocate for policies that
will preserve and protect natural
resources and help stem the tide of
climate change, and this year was no
different. He scored 100% for the 2023
session while paving the way for the
passage of critical legislation, including
the Birds and Bees Protection Act.
Senator Hoylman-Sigal is an undisputed

environmental champion.

Assemblymember Solages’ commitment
to sustainability and her strong advocacy
for legislation aimed at reducing carbon
emissions, promoting clean energy, and
preserving natural resources have made
her one of Albany’s standout leaders in
the fight against climate change. That’s
why she achieved a perfect score this
year and it’s why we are proud to call

her an environmental champion.

Pete Harckham

Deborah Glick

As the chair of the Senate Environmental
Conservation Committee, New York
State Senator Pete Harkham earned

a perfect 100% score, displaying an
unflinching dedication to protecting our
environment. Through his leadership,
he championed legislation aimed at
combating climate change, preserving
natural resources, and promoting
sustainable practices. Harkham's
devotion to fostering a greener future
will make him an indispensable force in

the state legislature for years to come.

As chair of the Assembly Environmental
Conservation Committee, Deborah
Glick has demonstrated an exceptional
commitment to the environment. This
year she helped advance vital initiatives
for clean energy, wildlife preservation,
and ecological protection. We salute
Assemblymember Glick for her perfect
score and for her dedication to a more
sustainable future for the state and

its residents.



Average Score
by Region

CENTRAL NEW YORK .
Senate: 65%
Assembly: 53%

WESTERN NEW YORK : NEW YORK CITY ..

Senate: 74% Senate: 95%
Assembly: 52% Assembly

Queens: 86%
Brooklyn: 71%
Staten Island: 37%
Manhattan: 88%
Bronx: 87%
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.- NORTH COUNTRY

Senate: 57%
Assembly: 33%

Senate: 78%
Assembly: 72%

. HU DSON VALLEY
Senate: 87%
Assembly: 60%

WESTCHESTER
Senate: 100%
Assembly: 95%

.~ LONG ISLAND
. Senate: 71%
Assembly: 54%
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SENATE
PERFECT SCORES

John Liu

Iwen Chu

Zellnor Myrie
Andrew Gounardes
Brian Kavanagh
Liz Krueger

Jose M. Serrano
Cordell Cleare

Luis Sepiilveda
Nathalia Fernandez
Peter Harckham
Michelle Hinchey
James Skoufis

Brad Hoylman-Sigal
Rachel May

Lea Webb

James Sanders, Jr.
Joseph Addabbo
Jamaal Bailey
Timothy M. Kennedy
Jeremy Cooney
Shelley B. Mayer

ASSEMBLY
PERFECT SCORES

Fred Thiele

Steve Stern
Charles Lavine
Gina Sillitti
Michaelle Solages
David Weprin
Steven Raga
Khaleel Anderson
Jeffrion Aubry
Juan Ardila
Jenifer Rajkumar
Catalina Cruz
Ron Kim

Brian A. Cunningham
Robert C. Carroll
William Colton
Emily Gallagher
Jo Anne Simon
Maritza Davila
Phara Souffrant Forrest
Grace Lee
Deborah Glick
Linda Rosenthal
Alfred Taylor
Manny De Los Santos
Alex Bores

Harvey Epstein
Tony Simone
Rebecca Seawright
Latoya Joyner
Chantel Jackson
Jeffery Dinowitz
Kenneth Burgos
Karines Reyes
Amy Paulin

Nader Sayegh
Maryjane Shimsky
Dana Levenberg
Christopher Eachus
Jonathan Jacobson
Patricia Fahy

Phil Steck

Al Stirpe

Pamela Hunter
Jennifer Lunsford
Demond Meeks
Harry Bronson



Senate
Scores

KEY
v = Pro-Environment Action
® = Anti-Environment Action

= Excused

PASS (Y/N)
1 Anthony H. Palumbo
2 Mario R. Mattera
3  Dean Murray
4 Monica Martinez
5 Steven Rhoads

6  Kevin Thomas

LONG ISLAND

7  Jack Martins

8  Alexis Weik

Patricia Canzoneri-
Fitzpatrick

10 James Sanders Jr.

11 Toby Ann Stavisky
12 Michael Gianaris

13 Jessica Ramos

14 Leroy Comrie
Joseph P. Addabbo, Jr.

16 John Liu

NEW YORK CITY
o

17  Iwen Chu
18 Julia Salazar
19 Roxanne J. Persaud

20 Zellnor Myrie

O
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Senate
Scores

KEY
v = Pro-Environment Action
® = Anti-Environment Action

= Excused
PASS (Y/N)
21 Kevin S. Parker D
22 Simcha Felder D

23  Jessica Scarcella-Spanton D
24 Andrew J. Lanza R
25 Jabari Brisport D

26  Andrew Gounardes D

. 27 Brian Kavanagh D
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37 = Shelley B. Mayer
38  William Weber Jr.
39 Robert Rolison

40 Pete Harckham
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Senate
Scores
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Assembly
Scores

KEY
Vv -
X -

Pro-Environment Action
Anti-Environment Action
Excused

Not Applicable

PASS (Y/N)
21 Brian Curran
22 Michaelle C. Solages
23 Stacey Pheffer Amato
24 David |. Weprin
25 Nily Rozic
26 Edward C. Braunstein
27 Daniel Rosenthal*
28 Andrew Hevesi
29 Alicia Hyndman
30 Steven Raga
31 Khaleel M. Anderson
32 Vivian E. Cook
33 Clyde Vanel
34 Jessica Gonzélez-Rojas
35 Jeffrion L. Aubry
36 Zohran K. Mamdani
37 Juan Ardila
38 Jenifer Rajkumar
39 Catalina Cruz

40 Ron Kim
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BROOKLYN

Pro-Environment Action
Anti-Environment Action

Excused

PASS (Y/N)

41 Helene E. Weinstein

Rodneyse Bichotte

42 Hermelyn

43 Brian Cunningham
44  Robert C. Carroll
45 Michael Novakhov
46 Alec Brook-Krasny
47 William Colton
48 Simcha Eichenstein
49 Lester Chang
50 Emily Gallagher
51 Marcela Mitaynes
52 Jo Anne Simon
53 Maritza Davila
54  Erik M. Dilan
55 Latrice Walker
56 Stefani Zinerman

57  Phara Souffrant Forrest

5g Monique Chandler-
Waterman

59 Jaime R. Williams

60 Nikki Lucas
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61 Charles D. Fall D v
62 Michael Reilly R X
63 Samuel Pirozzolo R X
64  Michael Tannousis R b 4
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67 Linda B. Rosenthal D v 4
68 Eddie Gibbs D v
69 Daniel J. O'Donnell D v
70 Inez E. Dickens D v
71 Alfred Taylor D v
72 Manny De Los Santos D v
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Assembly
Scores

KEY
v = Pro-Environment Action
X = Anti-Environment Action

Excused

PASS (Y/N)
81 Jeffrey Dinowitz

82 Michael Benedetto

; 84 Amanda Septimo
2
o 85 Kenny Burgos
86 Yudelka Tapia
87 Karines Reyes
88 Amy Paulin
89 J. Gary Pretlow
90 Nader J. Sayegh
i
= .
#8 91 Steven Otis
T
(8]
7 92 Maryjane Shimsky
w
2

93 Chris Burdick

94  Matthew Slater

95 Dana Levenberg

96 Kenneth Zebrowski
97 John W. McGowan
98  Karl Brabenec

99 Christopher Eachus
100 Aileen M. Gunther

101 Brian Maher
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Assembly
Scores

KEY

v = Pro-Environment Action

X

= Anti-Environment Action
= Excused
PASS (Y/N)
102 Chris Tague R
103 Sarahana Shrestha D
104 Jonathan G. Jacobson D
105 Anil Beephan Jr. R
106 Didi Barrett D
107 Scott H. Bendett R
108 John T. McDonald llI D
2
O 109 Patricia Fahy D
O
o
. 110 Phil Steck D
£
g 111 Angelo Santabarbara D
112 Mary Beth Walsh R
113 Carrie Woerner D
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CENTRAL NEW YORK

114  Matthew Simpson R
115 Billy Jones D
116 Scott Gray R
117 Ken Blankenbush R
118 Robert Smullen R
119 Marianne Buttenschon D

121 Joe Angelino ¢

122 Brian Miller :
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NYLCV

Julie Tighe, President

Patrick McClellan, Policy Director

Andrew Williams, Deputy State Policy Director

Devin Callahan, Communications Director

Peter Aronson, Volunteer Editor

Interns: Nicole Foster, Hannah Fowler, Josh Geller, Austin Grattan,

Daniel O’Connell, Ananya Pal, and Varsha Rammohan

30 Broad Street, 30th Floor
New York, NY 10004
212-361-6350
www.nylcv.org

info@nylcv.org

Follow us @nylcv

f v 0©

New York League of Conservation Voters is the only nonpartisan,
statewide environmental organization in New York that fights for
clean water, clean air, renewable energy, and open space through

political action.

About the State Environmental Scorecard:

This annual State Legislative Environmental Scorecard is our
method for holding representatives accountable. In consultation
with our partners from environmental, environmental justice,
public health, and transportation groups, we identify for inclusion
in our Scorecard the priority bills that have passed the legislature
and those which we believe have a chance of becoming law. We
then score each senator and assembly member based on their

support of these bills.

COVER IMAGE: THE ALL-ELECTRIC ETEC IS UNIVERSITY AT ALBANY'S NEWEST BUILDING.
IMAGE COURTESY U ALBANY / © LINDON R. PAUL
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